R believe that cows that calve 4=ar|;.-r in their lives (calving age: two years) are at a dlsad\ﬁ‘ntage in respect of subse:quent reprnductwe

s -0 PERIOD AND“‘ NUMBER OF CALVES BORN OF NGUNI COWS -

- period between firstand second calving (ICP, ) and number of calves born in a given period (NCB). Reproductive effi iciency isavery

- The ail maf tﬁis studywasto‘investlgata the éﬁa.cml’AFC on theiGﬁ .1and the NCEofregrstared Nguni COWS.
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Figure | - Distribution of birthdates of registered MNguni cows Figure 2 - Distribution of AFC of registered Mguni cows

Age at first calving group (menths) 22-30 30-38
Age at first calving group size 2 143 2078
Average AFC T 5D 2554 % | 57 35.06 £ .89
Average ICP _t5D 42597 L 112.64 426.04 £ 99.68
Average NCBT SD 428t247 4421247
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ke lsﬁwd-:nt from the datajn Table 2 that there is no apprenable differencesin an,;r'ﬂbf the parameters investigated of reglst&red
; cp@vs that calved early in life compared to Nguni cows that calved Iaterm life. Man'égement, feEdlng and en\flﬂ:mmemf were
1 -takmmta mnmderatlnn in the awa]r&ns ofthe data. . £ 5
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_The reproductive performance of beef cows are evaluated by, a.mongs-t other parameters, age at first callw;rlng (AFC), the |nter~caiwng.
important aspect in beef production and producers strive to improve the reprodm:tmn capacities of their herds. Some producers °

performance compared to cows that calve ata later age [cahﬂng age: three years).
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: MITERML AHD ME'IHODS
The data of 7548 registered Neuni cows-born Since 1990 was extracted St Intergrs-datahase and analysed for the reluyant e
parameters The descriptive statistics for the dataset are presentedin Table 1. : ”E,;a
Ta.hle I Des:rlptwe Statmﬂr:s for the repruductwe parameters of registered Ngunl cows born after ol J"U' If 1990 :
b f' tron 0 Mumber of records 7 548 '*
AVE. S.D. C.V.
i Y - 30.41 5.76 18.93%
Bt &
Sioney IcP, 428.69 107.28 25.02% a
“_ A¥ .
pr NCB 432 2.47 57.14% \
: RESULTS AND DI'SCUSSI'DN

The majority of registered Nguni cows were born in the spring and early summer {an 1) - 58 %6 of all registered Ngum COWS

were born in the period 01/09 to 30/1 1. In contrast with the concentration of births in spring and early summer, there was no
naticeable peak of births at any other period in the year, but a rather constant number of cows (+4.667 % per month) weré, '
born every maonth of I:he year, mdlcar,lng that as many as 56% of reglstered Ngum cows do not calve in a fixed cahrrng season. -
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In order to limit poﬁsible sources of variation, only the reproduction records of the cows born in the months of September to
Movember were analysed interms of AFC, ICP, ,and NCB. The AFC's of this sample of Nguni cows are presented in Figure 2.

From Figure 2 it is evident that there are two main groups of cows - those calving early in life, i.e. before 30 months of age, and those
calving later in life i.e. after 30 months of age. The descriptive statistics for AFC, ICP, ,and NCB for those two groups are presented
in Table 2.

Table 2 Descriptive statistics for AFC, ICP, ,and NCB of registered Nguni cows born between 0 1/09and 30/11
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