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Africa has been richly endowed with a large number of indigenous
breeds which are adapted to the prevailing harsh conditions.
However, during the period of colonolization the indigenous breeds of
Africa were automatically regarded as inferior with little improvement
potential. This perception was not supported by any evidence based
on the performance of these breeds or results of research. It was only
when a Beef Cattle Recording Scheme was introduced in 1959 in
South Africa that the performance of indigenous cattle, such as the
Nguni, was properly recorded and evaluated. However, research
results on the Nguni were only published in the early 1980's and this
resulted in commercial interestin the breed.

The research conducted and performance recording revealed the
following:

The Nguniis highly fertile with a long productive life

The breed is the most resistant to ticks of all breeds in South A frica
and it shows tolerance to tick borne diseases

The Nguni is an excellent dam line for crossbreeding, with no
calving difficulties

Nguni crosses and even pure Ngunis, perform well in feedlots and
more and more feedlots are buying Nguni calves

The Nguni has meat tenderness characteristics similar to, or
exceeding that of exotic breeds

The Nguni has increased nitrogen recycling back to the rumen,
which improves microbial growth and organic matter digestion,
reducing the nitrogen requirement on low quality pastures. The
Nguni therefore needs little or no supplementation during winter.

It is now generally accepted that the research and performance
recording results saved the Nguni form the possible threat of
extinction. The Nguni has now grown numerically to one of the
largest seed stock beefbreeds in South Africa.

A search by the author of this article found 15 postgraduate theses and
dissertations (M.Sc and Ph.D) using data and information of the
Nguni. They are listed below and the author requests that if he omitted
any such studies that the information be send to him. It would be
interesting to know how many similar studies were done on breeds
such as the Afrikaner and Bonsmara.
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